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l I 
INTRODUCTION 
A. The purpose of this paper is to present an extensive and 
annotated bibliography of historical fiction and non-fiction which might 
be used as supplementary reading in European history classes in the 
secondary school. Previous to t his compilation there was no adequate list 
of books covering that period of European history from the Renaissance to 
the present. 
History and Supplementary Reading 
B. In history classes it has long been the custom to assign 
supplementary readi ng, but it is only recently that the value of reading 
from historical fiction and other popular historical writing has been 
recognized.!/ The basic facts as presented to a class, by a text, can be 
added to and made more alive by the addition of interesting details of more 
imaginative and dramatic content. For many students the cold facts of 
history are just that - cold and dead. That type of student needs to 
visualize the past to have it become more real in his mind. He needs to 
be assisted by a dramatic story to be able to understand that history is 
the most exciting story ever told, for it is the story of all people and 
their relationship to the present. From such supplementary reading the 
student can see the personal element in history and come to realize that 
history is what it is because of the people who made it, because they were 
human. From a novel or biography he becomes more intimatel y acquainted 
l. Logasa, Hannah, Historical Fiction, McKinley, 1941, Introduction 
l. 
with the people involved, understands their human weaknesses and mistakes, 
their good and bad characteristics, and so can see more clearly how they 
influenced histo~J . Ernest A. Baker states: 
"Historical fiction is not histor-.r, but it is often 
better than history. A fine historical painting, a 
pageant, or a play easily teach more and carry a 
deeper impression than whole chapters of descriptions 
and analysis. 11 y 
Albert Levi, in his chapter in "General Education in Social 
Studies," states his belief in the use of supplementary reading in history 
classes: 
"The process of acquiring social sensitivity demands 
that students had the kind of experiences which compel 
them to identify themselves with individuals in situa-
tions of social maladjustments, unfamiliar as those 
situations may be. It is just at this point that 
novels and fictional material have their greatest 
value. They enable an individual to gain experience 
(albeit vicariously) which would be totally inacces-
sible on the basis of direct participation. Thereby 
fiction opens up new worlds and provides the possi-
bility for enlargement of what previously had been a 
provincial point of view."]/ 
The writer believes that since many authors base their work on 
careful research, list their sources, and state frankly the inaccuracies 
which are necessary for the story, the over-all impression left with the 
student is of enough value to justify the inclusion of fictional and 
biographical material in t he history class. The historical novels which 
do not give sources (and many do not) are also of value to the student. 
Here can be a challenge to him to discover descrepancies for himself and 
2. Baker, Ernest A., "A Guide to Historical Fiction," Macmillan, 1914, 
Page viii. 
3. Levi, Albert William, "General Education in the Social Studies," 
American Council on Education, 1948, Pages 311-312. 
2. 
to refer to other reference materials which are available. This can become 
an effective means of motivating the student to do research for himself and 
1 to search further for the truth in any matter about which he is studying. 
I 
I 
Merrill Hartshorn, executive secreta~J of the National Council for Social 
Studies believes a school program should "develop the child's maximum use-
fulness to himself, his community, his nation, and his society." To do 
this he recormnends developing "competence in those skills necessary for 
clear and objective thinking, reading, listening, observing, discussing, 
obtaining, evaluating and organizing information and reaching conclusions.~ 
This can be brought about through the use of wide reading, research, and 
class discussion of that reading; for in this fashion the student has ob-
tained information, read and organi~ed his material, and through class 
discussion evaluations and conclusions are reached. 
The use of historical fiction and biography in class room is 
certainly one effective means of developing a better taste in literature 
on the part of the student. If it does no more than wean him away from 
comic books and cheap magazines it has done him a great service, and has 
met one of the seven cardinal principles of education - the worthy use of 
leisure time. 
"A successful reading program results in an increased 
t aste for reading." V 
Another result of the use of supplementary reading is the enrich-
I ment of the recitation period. The pupil who finds interest ing material 
I will want to tel l the rest of the class about it; he will unconsciously use 
4. 
5. 
Hartshorn, Merrill, "The Scholastic Teacher," Nov. 1, 1950, Page 18 T. 
Wesley, Edgar Bruce, Teaching Social Studies ~High Schools, 
D. C. Heath, Third Edition, 1950, Page 349. 
3. 
much of the material in his discussions and reports. As he becomes 
enthusiastic about his reading voluntary reports will become more frequent. 
Suggestions for ~ of Supplementarz Reading 
C. "Reading offers practically the only means by which 
the students can, at least vicariously, acquire 
all the rich and illuminating experiences which 
the hum~;m race has had." §! 
However, in spite of the necessity for a varied reading program 
it is often hindered at the start by the name which is applied to it. 
Supplementary reading is too often referred to as "outside reading" or 
"extra reading." This in itself tends to make t he pupil dislike the idea 
immediately. The terms imply that something has been added to the course 
as an extra burden for him to bear, and he is resentful. The reading 
should be incorporated within the course itself, and be an integral part 
of it. In that way the student can not think that more work is being 
unfairly assigned to him. 
In order to carry out such an idea the teacher also must read 
many books , enjoy reading, and talk about his reading to his classes. If 
the teacher shows enthusiasm for a book he is reading he stimulates inter-
est on the part of the student. From his reading he can collect a 
bibliography which YQll serve as a guide in making suggestions and assign-
ment s; he will know the reading difficulty of the books and can suggest 
easy ones to poor readers and more difficult to his excellent readers. 
The time honored means of getting the students to read is to 
require book reports, either oral or written. These are often disliked by 
the pupil as some are terrified of speaking before the class and others 
6. 
'! 
Wesley, Edgar Bruce, Teaching Socia]. Studies in High Schools, Page 305. I· 
4. 
find it difficult to express themselves in writing. Both learning to speak 
before a group and learning to write with some fluency are part of the busi-
ness of a social studies class, but to facilitate a good beginning to the 
reading program the teacher might use a check list or report sheet. Hannah 
Lagosa has suggested an excellent one. The writer suggests that such a 
sheet might be used until the students have become acquainted with the 
class and the teacher, and until after they have informally discussed books. 
In that way the mental anguish of preparing a formal book report will be 
lessened. 
The teacher may make frequent references to a book, he may bring 
books to class for exhibition, in the study of social history he may mention 
the authors who were alive and writing at that particular period of time, 
he may recommend a particular book to a student, and he may encourage the 
pupils to mention books which they are reading. · The students may be stimu-
r lated to make bulletin boards from book jackets or book revievrs clipped 
from papers and magazines, to organize round table discussions, or make a 
map with titles of books pinned to the country about which the book is 
1vritten. These are all good ways in which to arouse interest in supple-
I mentary reading. 
I 
I 
Chester D. Babcock suggests several other means of 
arousing interest and completing reports. He suggests that when several 
I 
I 
students in the s~me class have read the same book or books on the same 
subject that a s.ymposium be presented to the class by that group. He also 
suggests that book reviews be written for the school paper or magazine. 
Minute biographies may be made for bulletin boar ds, complete with pictures 
7. Logasa, Historical Fiction, Introduction. 
5. 
I 
I or pen sketches, charts, maps or other illustrative material. Pupils can 
write a publisher's advertisement for a book, similar to those sent out by 
I book clubs. Biographies may be dramatized by a group for the class. 
I Another method of making book reports more interesting would be to have the 
I students conduct a puppet show; this would be especially effective for 
1 biography. §/ 
Included in this chapter are many good references to books, 
: pamphlets, and paper covered pocket-book editions which should not be 
overlooked in constructing a reading program. 
It is necessary to include the school librarian in the teacher's 
plans for reading as she may well be able to make suggestions, to arrange 
displays, reserve books, or purchase books which are not all rea~ in the 
library. The English department can also be incorporated into the program 
as often the students will be studying a period of literature in English 
class which is the same as the one being developed in history. Many of 
the same books are useful to both classes. 
Vfuatever method is used supplementary reading is vital to the 
social studies curriculum and should receive recognition as such. 
"History is based on truth, as nearly as truth can be 
determined by scholarly research. So do the scholarly 
biographer and the vvriter of the best in historical 
fiction. Each attempts to interpret the period about 
which he vrrites or the character whose life he re-
constructs in terms of historical data." 2./ 
8. Babcock, Chester D., "Reading Materials for Secondary Schools," in 
Edith West, editor, Improving ~ Teaching of World HistoEY, 
Twentieth Yearbook of the National Council for the Social Studies, 
(Washington: the Council, 1949), Pages 155-156. 
9. Babcock, .Chester D., "Reading Material for Secondary Schools," Page 154. 
/ 
6. 
Organization of Bibliography 
D. The books included in the bibliography have all been read by 
the writer and have been successfully used in her classes. In the bibliog-
raphy itself no comment has been made about the accuracy of the books as 
the writer has included only those which she considers authentic in his-
torical content. According to Jonathan Nield: 
11A novel is rendered historical by the introduction of 
dates, personages or events, to which identification 
can be readily given." !Q/ · 
No fiction book can be expected to be correct in every detail, for in that 
case it would not be fiction. However, the writer maintains that those 
included are accurate in the broad historical movements and are correct in 
most details. Even in a biography the author's personal feelings enter 
into the picture presented. 
The publisher's date has not been given for all books, due to 
the variety of editions which might be used. 
The categories included in the bibliography are the author; the 
title; the publisher; the historical movements involved, under which are 
listed the over-all historical movements - for example - the rise of 
nationalsim or imperalism; the geographical areas involved; the personali-
ties involved, under which are listed only the actual historical figures 
presented; and the period depicted, which needs some explanation. In this 
category the writer has included the actual period of time covered by the 
book and the mode of life at that time which characterized it as a "period". 
10. Nield, Jonathan, A Guide to the Best Historical Novels and Tales, 
(New York: Macmillan, 1929), Pagex;liii. 
7. 
For example, styles of dress, comments on the life of the people, tools 
used, religion, tradition, social, political, economic customs of the 
day which make that particular time unique and outstanding as a period of 
history. The final category is the reading difficulty, under which the 
writer has made a suggesti on, from her experience in using the books in 
class, of the grade level for whi ch the books are appropriate. It is 
taken for granted that in one class there will be students with reading 
ability varying from grades seven or lower through college level. There-
fore, this bibliography includes books covering this reading r ange. 
Purposely included in this bibliography are books which have been selected 
because of the story, rather than for historical information in order to 
provide reading of interest to that group which is not capable of reading 
a more difficult or less exciting book. It is not to be expected that all 
students can read and understand the same supplementa!'lJ reading any more 
than they can all comprehend the same text. The books have been graded as 
easy, average or dif ficul t for a certain grade level, and in some cases a 
comment about the vocabular y· has been added. 
8. 
ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
I 
I I CL) 
I 
I 
Author: Alexander, Roy 
Title: THE CRUISE OF THE RAIDER "WOLF" 
Publisher: Angus, 19hl, Fourth Edition 
Historical Movements Involved: 
The fight during the first World War, between the German navy and 
the English navy, for control of the sea and shipping lanes. 
Geographical Areas Involved: 
The South Pacific, Indian Ocean, South Atlantic, Tasman Sea, 
North Atlantic 
Personalities Involved: 
The German captain and crew of the 11\"folf" - prisoner s of all 
nationalities who have been captured during the raider's trip -
the author 
Period Depicted: 
1915 - 1918 - sinking of merchant shipping - laying of mines -
treatment of prisoners 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average grade 9 reading level 
9. 
(2.) Author: Barnes, Margaret Campbell 
Title: MY LADY OF CLEVES 
Publisher: Macrae Smith 
Historical Movements Involved: 
Making of Protestant alliance for England to strengthen her 
against Catholic Spain and France 
Geographical Areas Involved: 
Cleves and England 
Personalities Involved: 
Ann of Cleves - calm, kind, level headed, domestic 
Henry VIII - vicious, childlike in temper 
Katherine Howard 
Thomas Seymour 
Elizabeth, as a child 
Archbishop Crammer 
Period Depicted: 
Ann Bolyen's death - the schemes of the two religious groups to 
get control of England through a wife for Henry - custom of 
political marriages - living conditions at court - the fashion 
of being painted by Holbein - medicines of the era - up-bringing 
of children as practiced at the time 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average grade 10-11 reading level - vocabul~J easy 
10. 
(3. ) Author: Belloc, Hilaire 
Title: RICHELIEU 
Publisher: Sun Dial, 1939 
Historical Movements Involved: 
The unification of France - Edict of Nantes - fight for power 
between Catholics and Protestants - struggle among nations of 
Europe for land - rivalry between England and France, and France 
and Spain for control of Europe 
Geographical Area Involved: 
- -------
France 
Personalities Involved: 
Richelieu - a genius of diplomacy and intrigue - clever at 
flattery - nationalistic - devout Catholic who 
did more for France than for the Church 
Henry of Navarre 
Marie de Medicis 
Sully 
Louis XIII - sullen, ignorant, interested in sports and riding, 
and metal work, delighted in playing the f~ng 
Period Depicted: 
The early 17th century - the religious and civil warfare of the 
times which finally resulted in the emerging of France as a 
national state - the schemes and plots around Richelieu and 
Louis and the intrigues which they themselves began to rid 
themselves of opponents - very little of customs or ways of 
living of then period - this is more a factual account of 
Richelieu•s life and work than it is a portrayal of the times 
Reading Difficulty: 
Difficult - grade 11 or 12 - good readers 
11. 
i 
I 
I <4.) 
i 
' 
Author: Chase, Mary Ellen 
Title: THIS ENGLAND 
Publisher: Macmillan, 1936 
Historical Movements Involved: 
Probably none in real sense of the word, but excellent general 
picture of England and the English - done with sympathy and 
understanding 
Geogranhical Area Involved: 
England 
Personalities Involved: 
The author - English people who became her friends - English 
character well describes in essays about social life and customs 
of the people 
Period Depicted: 
The early 1930's - traditionalism in social, economic and 
political l ife - shows these as more or less uneffected by 
changing social conditions since the first world war. 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average 9-10 reading level 
l2. 
I 
I 
I (5.) 
I 
I 
i 
; 
I 
Author: Crafford, J. S. 
Title: JAN SMUTS: A BIOGRAPHY 
Publisher: Doubleday, Doran, 1943 
Historical Movements Involved: 
The settlement of South Africa by the Dutch - the conquest of 
the Dutch by the English - the development of Dominion status 
by the colony of South Africa - the rise of South African nation-
alism - growth of pro-English feeling on part of young people of 
Africa - quarrel between pro-German Boers and pro-English Boers 
during both World Wars - gradual growth of South Africa as a 
country important in world affairs 
Geographical Area Involved: 
South Africa 
Personalities Involved: 
Jan Smuts - a brilliant Dutch lawyer who comes to realize that 
Africa is better because of English law - a fair-
minded statesman - ·an early proponent of world 
government 
Winston Churchill 
J. B. M. Hertzog 
Oom Kruger 
Cecil Rhodes 
General Montgomery 
Period Depicted: 
From 1880 - World War II - rise of British Empire in South Africa 
Boer War - importance of diamonds and gold - the first World War 
and South Africa's part in it -also World War II- social, 
economic, and political changes between the two wars - feeling 
of Boers about these changes 
Reading Difficulty: 
Difficult - grade 12 
13. 
(6.) Author: CUrie, Eve (transl ated by Vincent Sheen) 
Title: MADAME CURIE 
Publisher: Garden City 
Historical Movements Involved: 
Rise of Polish nationalism previous to first World War -
discovery of radium 
Geographical Areas Involved: 
Poland - the section under Russia 
France 
Personalities Involved: 
Marie and Pierr e Curie - their families 
Period Depicted: 
Late 1800's through early 1930's - life of students and other 
average people of that day - chiefly concerned with science and 
the Curies' work in discovering radium 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average grade 12 reading level 
14. 
(7.) Author: Eaton, Jeanette 
Title: BETSY'S NAPOLEON 
Historical Movements Involved: 
Napoleon's defeat and exile to Elba - Napoleon's return to 
France and defeat at Waterloo - his exile to St. Helena -
England's precarious position as custodian of the Emperor 
Geographical Area Involved: 
St. Helena 
Personalities Involved: 
Betsy Balcombe - daughter of East India official on St. Helena -
a vivacious little girl of 13 
Napoleon - defeated but still imperial - moody - kindly -
friendly ~dth Betsy - impish and witty 
Sir George Cockburn - English governor of St. Helena 
Napoleon's surgeon, secretarf, loyal followers 
English off~cial and soldiers 
Period Depicted: 
1812 - 1819 - life on St. Helena, an outpost of the East India 
Company - peaceful, dull, calm before Napoleon's arrival - feat 
of all English for the end of the Napoleonic wars - America's 
entry into the war in 1812 - joy at defeat of Napoleon - change 
in style of living after Napoleon's arrival - plots to help him 
escape - political significance of his imprisonment - the way in 
which girls of the era were expected to behave 
Reading Difficulty: 
Easy - grade 9 - simple vocabulary 
I 
L 
15. 
(8.) Author: Eaton, Jeanette 
Title: MARIE-JEANNE ROLAND 
Publisher: Harper, 1929 
Historical Movements Involved: 
Struggle of French middle class for political rights 
French Revolution 
Reign of Terror 
Geographical Area Involved: 
France 
Personalities Involved: 
Madame Roland - Jean-Marie Roland - Robespierre 
Period Depicted: 
1754 - 1793 - events leading to French Revolution - Fall of 
Bastille - National Assembly - trial and death of the King -
Jacobins and Girondists efforts to gain government of France -
life during the Reign of Terror - influence of Paris mob -
educated middle class struggles to defend a moderate republic -
guillontining of Madame Roland by the Terror 
Reading Difficulty: 
Easy - grade 9 - simple vocabulary 
16. 
(9.) Author: Goldstein, Margaret 
Title: CHRISTINA OF SWEDEN 
Publisher: Doubleday, 1933 
Historical Movements Involved: 
The war between Sweden and Denmark 
Coming of Renaissance to Sweden 
Beginning of intellectual freedom in Europe 
Geographical Areas Involved: 
Stockholm, Sweden 
Rome 
Fontainebleau 
Personalities Involved: 
Christina 
Descartes 
Oxenstieina 
Period Depicted: 
Early and middle 1600's - attitude toward scientific knowledge 
in Sweden compared and contrasted with that in the rest of 
Europe - attitude toward religion and science - personal corres-
pondence of Christina included 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average 12th grade reading level - vocabulary not easy 
17. 
(10.) Author: Hackett, Francis 
Title: HENRY THE EIGHTH 
Publisher: Garden City, 1931 
Historical Movements Involved: 
Struggle for power among three great rulers, HenrJ of England, 
Francis of France and Phillip of Spain - opening of New World to 
exploration - struggle for wealth and trade from New World -
development of English sea power - Renaissance - struggle between 
Church and free-thinkers for control of the people's minds -
quarrel between Henry and the Pope and England's breaking with 
the Church 
Geographical Area Involved: 
Chiefly England 
Personalities Involved: 
Henry VIII - clever, cruel, popular with his people, a sportsman 
and a lover of food, drink and entertainments of 
all kinds - interested in making England a powerful 
nation, ::l.esirous of founding a dynasty 
Catherine of Arragon, Ann Boleyn, Catherine Parr, Ann of Cleves, 
Kathryn Howard, Jane Seymore - his wives, each different but 
alike in that they are completely 
overawed by Henry 
Thomas Wolsey 
Francis I 
Phillip II 
Thomas Crammer 
Thomas Moore 
The Seymours, the Howards, the Norfolks and other nobility 
Period Depicted: 
The romantic, swaschbuckling period of the 1500's - extreme 
poverty of the people compared with extravagance of the nobility -
the Field of the Cloth of Gold - manners, dress, customs, ways of 
living at Court - struggle of noble families for power - musical 
instrlli~ents - games - dances popular at the time - Parliament under 
influence of a popular and magnetic monarch - beginning importance 
and recognition of power of middle class in England 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average grade 11-12 
18. 
(ll.) Author: Hackett, Francis 
Title: QUEEN ANN BOLEYN 
Publisher: Doubleday Doran, 1939 
Historical Movements Involved: 
Henry VIII's rule - growth of nationalism in England - development 
of Protestant movement - conflict with the Pope - confiscation of 
Church lands by King - scheming of nobility to gain power over the 
King 
Geographical Area Involved: 
England 
Personalities Involved: 
Henry VIII - "Prince Hal" - hearty, pleasure-loving, popular; 
also, sly , clever in keeping and gaining power, cruel 
Catherine of Arragon 
Ann Boleyn - pretty, scheming, sly, frivolous 
Cardinal Wolsey 
Jane Seymore 
Period. Depicted: 
The lSOO's - games, food, clothes, homes, general living conditions 
of nobility - petty court intrigues among those close to King -
punishments customary at the time - courts and trials - the Tower 
Reading Difficulty: 
Not difficult - vocabulary easy - but content needs average 
11-12 reading ability 
19. 
li I (12. > 
I 
Author: Hahn, Emily 
Title: TI1E SOONG SISTERS 
Publisher: Doubleday, 1941 
Historical Movements Involved: 
Development of National government in China 
Growth of Communism in China 
Japanese invasion of China 
Geographical Area Involved: 
China 
Personalities Involved: 
The three Soong sisters - Eling Kung 
Chingling Sun 
Mayling Chiang 
Their husbands - Dr. Kung 
Dr. Sun Yat Sen 
Generalisimo Chiang Kai-Shek 
Period Depicted: 
1930's - restrictions of Oriental world - position of women in 
Orient - difficulties to be overcome by women vnshing to be 
modern - education in China - tradition and religion - living 
conditions in China - political difficulties in National 
government 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average 9-10 reading level 
20. 
(13.) Author: Harwood, Alice 
Title: THE LILY AND THE LEOPARDS 
Publ isher: Bobbs-Mer rill, 1949 
Historical Movements Involved: 
Contention for the throne and control of the government by the 
leading families of England after Henry the VIII's death -
religious quarrel and birth of the English Reformation 
Geographical Area Involved: 
England, especially London 
Personalities Involved: 
Laoy Jane Grey - sweet, unaffected, brilliant mind, devoted to 
Protestant cause, loved by the people 
Lady Elizabeth - also loved by the people, affected, highly 
educated, desirous of the throne 
Catherine Parr , King Edward, Lord Somerset, Northcumberland, 
Seymour, Crammer are the most i mportant characters 
Period Depicted: 
The last part of Henry VIII's reign- schemes and plots by 
leading families to gain control of Edward, the boy king -
shows very well how if the scheme failed no one could expect 
mercy or j ustice even f rom others who were involved but not 
captured - court life and manners and customs of the day -
dress and fashion - the start of education for women by the 
Protestant lords particularly - influence of printing press in 
spr eading the new religion - establislli~ent of court school for 
common boys who wanted to learn to read and write - the nine 
days of Jane Grey 's reign - the Tower - and finally her 
execution - posi tion of women, por traying how parents had power 
of life and death over girl children and so could force them 
into their own intrigues 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average grade 11-12 reading level 
21. 
( 14. ) Author: Ludwig, Emil (translated by Eden and Cedar Paul) 
Title: NAPOLEON 
Publisher: Garden City, 1926 
Historical Movements Involved: 
French Revolution - rise of Napoleon as a soldier and as a 
political figure - concordat -Nith the Pope - coronation as 
Emperor - Confederation of the Rhine - placing of members of 
family on thrones of Europe - invasion of Russia and defeat -
exile to Elba and escape .- defeat at Waterloo and exile to 
St. Helena 
Geographical Area Involved: 
All Europe but especially France 
Personalities Involved: 
Napoleon - "Napoleon went forth to seek Virtue, but since she 
was not to be found, he got Power" - Goethe 
Josephine - frivolous but devoted to Napoleon 
Barras - the Bonaparte family - Marshall Ney - Countess Walewska -
Marie Louise 
Period Depicted: 
Late 1700's and early 1800 's 
Modes of living - travel - warfare - traditions and courtesies 
among kings and emperors - plans of Napoleon for uniting Europe 
under his rule - changes in styles of dress and household furnish-
ings during Directo~r and Empire per iods - intricate diplomacy 
customary among ambassadors and foreign ministers - family 
relations among Bonapartes 
Reading Difficulty: 
Diff icult - grade 12 or above reading level - vocabulary not ea~ -
can be understood and appreciated by only the best readers 
22. 
(15.) Author: Lyons, Eugene 
Title: ASSIGN1{ENT IN UTOPIA 
Publisher: Harcourt, Brace, 1937 
Historical Movements Involved: 
Growth of Communism in Russia 
Geographical Area Involved: 
Russia 
Personalities Involved: 
The author and his family - his disillusionment in what he had 
believed to be a political ideal 
Russians with whom he became friendly 
Period Depicted: 
Era of "parlor pinks" in America - early 1930's - conditions of 
people of Russia - how they live, work, play - food rationing -
clothing shortages - control of government over all aspects of 
the people's lives -injustice of communistic government-
elimination of Kulaks - national farms and industry 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average 10-11 
i 
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Author: 
Title: 
Marie, Grand Duchess of Russia (translated by Russell 
Lord) 
EDUCATION OF A PRINCESS 
Publisher: Halcyon House, 1937 
Historical Movements: 
The autocratic period of the last Romanov which lead to the 
revolt of the people in 1917 - the anarchy and constant under-
ground rebellion of the people - the influence of Germans at 
court during the years just previous to the First World War -
the influence of Rasputin on the Empress - the Revolution 
Geographical Areas Involved: 
Russia 
Sweden 
Personalities Involved: 
The Grand Duchess Marie - her father, the Grand Duke Paul -
her brother, the Grand Duke Dimitri - other members of the 
Romanov family - Kerensky 
Period Depicted: 
1890-1917 - the rarefied atmosphere of the Russian court - the 
ceremonies and rituals of court life - the gorgeous display of 
the court costumes - the royal Church services - weddings -
Christmas traditions - Court balls - sleighing parties - the 
suffering and hardship of the Revolution days 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average grade 10-11 - vocabulary simple 
I 
I 
I 
I 
_I 
(17.) Author: Marie, Queen of Roumania 
Title: STORY OF MY LIFE 
Publisher: Scribners, 1934 
Historical Movements Involved: 
Development of Roumania 1s importance as a leading Balkan 
country - causes and results of the Balkan wars of 1912 and 
1913 - Serajevo and development of pro-English feeling in 
Roumania - Ro~~ania's entrance into the first World War 
Geographical Areas Involved: 
England, Germa~r, Russia, and Roumania 
Personalities Involved: 
Marie - Carmen Sylva, Elizabeth of Austria - Nicholas II -
William II - King Carol I - George V - other lesser nobility 
of the period before the first World War - relatives of 
English royalty 
Period Depicted: 
1875-1914 
Victorian customs among aristocracy - parties - hunts - court 
procedure - etiquet te - dress -weddings - religion - politics -
diplomacy - anecdotes about English, Russian, Austrian, German, 
Roumanian royalty - life in Roumania compared and contrasted Yl'ith 
life in English court circles as seen by an English princess -
her influence on the people of Roumania 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average 11-12 reading level - some French phrases but not 
necessarf to understand French in order to get meaning of story 
25. 
(18.) Author: Maurois, Andre (translated by Hamish Miles) 
Title: BENJAMIN DISRAELI 
Publisher: Appleton and Company 
Historical Movements Involved: 
Development of British Empire in India and Africa - Corn laws -
industrialization of England - di sestablishment of Irish Church -
Home Rule- Reform Bills of 1867, 1884, 1885- Indian Mutiny-
Congress of Berlin 
Geographical Area Involved: 
England 
Personalities Involved: 
Disraeli - shy, sensitive, clever, witty, brilliant 
Victoria 
Gladstone 
Sir Vvalter Scott 
Peel 
Wellington 
Period Depicted: 
1820's through late 1800's - treatment of Jews in England, 
Victorian i deas and customs -rotten boroughs -Parliament's 
traditions and reforms - political parties of England and those 
things for which they stood- Disraeli 1s influence on Parliament 
and Queen - all the crises at home and international of the times -
dress, social and political customs - economic conctitions of 
people of England 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average 11-12 reading level 
26. 
II 
(19.) Author: Neale, J. E. 
Title: QUEEN ELIZABETH 
Publisher: Harcourt, Brace, 193h (won James Tait Black award 1934) 
Historical Movements Involved: 
The growth of Protestantism in England - the gradual development 
of hatred for the Spanish by the English resulting in the defeat 
of the Armada - nationalism - growth of merchant class influence -
the Scotch problem 
Geographical Area Involved: 
England 
Personalities Involved: 
Elizabeth - one of the most fascinating women who ever lived, 
dramatic, entertaining and a great ruler 
"Bloody Mary" 
Ma~y, Queen of Scots 
Phillip II 
Essex 
Sir Francis Drake 
Period Depicted: 
Shakespeare's England - rowdy , brawling, hearty- beginning of 
pride in being English - pomp and splendor of Elizabethan court -
manners and customs , fashions and tastes of the day - Elizabeth's 
habit of visiting the nobility with her entire court and literally 
eating her host into poverty - the humor, feuds, follies and 
corruptions of the age 
Reading Difficul ty: 
Average grade 12 reading ability necessary 
27. 
ll 
(20.) Author: Payne, Robert 
Title: THE YOUNG EMPEROR 
Publisher: Macmillan, 1950 
Historical Movements Involved: 
The uniting of India - the efforts of the British to gain 
control of India 
Geographical Area Involved: 
Hindustan, India 
Personalities Involved: 
Prince Shah Jehan, the builder of the Taj Mahal, and uniter 
of India, saintly and kindly 
Period Depicted: 
The 17th century - England, France and Portugal struggle for 
control of India's trade and politics - Jehan's desire to unite 
India under a peaceful reign - methods of fighting, treating 
disease and governing the people - style of l i ving in courts 
of Indian potentates - food, dress, homes - entertainment and 
religions all well described 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average grade 12 
1 28. 
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(21.) Author: Skariatina, Irina 
Title: FIRST TO GO BACK 
Publisher: Blue Ribbon, 1933 
Historical Movements Involved: 
Period fo l lowing the Russian Revolution - evolving of a new 
society in Russia - Five Year Plans - industrial i zation and 
nat i onalization of Russian industry and agriculture 
Geographical Area Involved: 
Russia 
Personalities Involved: 
In retrospect the Emperor and Empress and some of the nobility 
of Russia before the Revolution - the people of Russia, as 
workers, students, farmers, professional classes 
Period Depicted: 
Through eyes of a former member of the nobility we see Russia in 
1933 - author is fair in her statements about the countrf -
collective farms - factories - conditions of laboring classes 
and Kulaks - growth of educational system - dissatisfaction on 
part of many of people - constant fear or GPU - through "Flash-
backs" compares and contrasts life in Russia in 1933 and under 
the new government with lif e as the author had lmmm it previous 
to the Revolution - high prices - poverty of the people 
Reading Difficulty: 
Easy - average 9-10 reading level 
29. 
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I 
Author: Shirer, William La·wrence 
Title: BERLIN DIARY 
Publ isher: Knof, 1941 
Historical Movements Involved: 
The years leading to the acquisition of control of the German 
goverrunent by Hitler - loss of civil liberties by people of 
Germany - growth of military power both in government and civil 
life 
Geographical Area Involved: 
Germany 
Personalities Involved: 
The author - other American and English foreign correspondent s -
German officials - German people with whom author became friendly 
Period Depicted: 
1934-1940 -Hitler's preparations for war - censorship of 
correspondents and commentators - life of German people before 
war - sentiments of various groups of people in regard to erstaz 
products - f ear of police - control of military - invasion of 
Austria, Czechoslavakia, Poland - early elation of people over 
victories 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average 10-11 grade reading level 
30. 
I' 
II 
(23.) Author: St. John, Robert 
Title: FROM THE LAND OF SILENT PEOPLE 
Publ isher: Doubleday, 1942 
Historical Movements Involved: 
The fall of the Balkan countries to Hitler - England's defense 
of Greece and Crete - evacuation of Crete by England 
Geographical Area Involved: 
Bal kan peninsular 
Personalities Involved: 
The author - foreign correspondents from many nations - people 
in various countries of Balkan peninsular - German t roops 
Period Depicted: 
1939-1945 - shows heroic defense of their countries by the people 
of those countries - people sho>vn as silent but waiting - British 
troops defense of Greece and Crete - horrors of invasion - effect 
of war on the common people - destruction of cities, towns, and 
ruination of industry and agriculture 
Reading Difficulty: 
Grade 10-12 reading level - but for only mature students, as 
vocabulc>.ry is not difficult but content needs mature understanding 
31. 
(24.) Author: Strachey, Lytton 
Title: ELIZABETH AND ESSEX 
Publisher: Harcourt and Brace and Company, 1930 
Historical Movements Involved: 
English Reformation and rise of Church of England - Spanish 
Armada and defeat of Spain at Cadiz - development of Elizabethan 
culture - rival nationalism of France and Spain and growth of 
nationalism in England - Renaissance - Irish rebellions 
Geographical Area Involved: 
England 
Personalities Involved: 
Elizabeth - an excellent and authentic character study 
Walter Raleigh 
Robert Essex 
Lord Burghley 
Francis Bacon 
Robert Cecil 
Thomas Howard 
Period Depicted: 
Filth and savagery of London in contrast with the more humane 
society evolving in Engl and. - intrigues of rival noble families 
for influence at court and financial advancement - conspiracies 
of France and Spain against Elizabeth - romanticism of fine 
manners and courtesies in contrast with hearty enjoyment of 
over-eating, over-drinking and cruel sports - the Tower and its 
web of mystery and miserJ - careful attention to details of 
dress and fashion - almost fanatical devotion of people to 
Elizabeth 
Reading Difficulty: 
Difficult - 12 or above reading level 
(25.) Author: Tolstoy, Countess Alexandra 
Title: I WORKED FOR THE SOVIET 
Publisher: Yale University Press, 1934 
Historical Movements Involved: 
The Russian Revolution of 1917- growth .of Communism influence 
and power in that Revolution - esta.blishment of the U. S. S. R. -
State control of industry, agriculture and personal lives of people 
Geographical Area Involved: 
Russia 
Personalities Involved: 
Kerensky - Lenin - other Bolshevik leaders who were briefly 
important but not of lasting renown 
Period Depicted: 
1917-1929 - life in Russia during the Revolution and the first 
years of the new regime - hopes of the people for a better 
standard of living and a more democratic govermnent from their 
revolution - famines - purges - spy system - so-call ed trials -
housing conditions - revolution and counter-revol ution - Russian 
school system under Communism explained in detail - state control 
of schools, teachers and. pupils - final escape from Russia by 
author 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average 10-11 reading level 
I 33. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
·I 
I 
I 
I! 
I 
I 
I 
I 
(26.) Author: Thomas, Henry and Dana 
Title: LIVING BIOGRAPHIES OF FA .. "M:OUS RULERS 
Publisher: Garden City , 1940 
Historical Movements Involved: 
Those historical events which bring about the rise of any 
dictator -wars, revolutions, economic instability, social 
injustice, political dissatisfaction 
Geographical Areas Involved: 
In this book there are twenty biographies of rulers of various 
countries from ancient Palestine to modern Russia; some of these 
are Persia, Rome, China, Mexico, France, England, Germany, and 
Italy. 
Personalities Involved: 
Solomon 
Asoka 
Caesar 
Augustus 
Constantine 
Charlemagne 
Kublai Khan 
Henry VIII 
Elizabeth 
Montezuma 
Period Depicted: 
Ivan the Terrible 
Catherine the Great 
Louis XIV 
Fredrick the Great 
Napoleon 
Victoria 
Kaiser Wilhelm 
Stalin 
Mussolini 
Hitler 
The period of time in which the ruler lived and which he dominated 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average grade 10-11 reading level 
34. 
(27.) Author: Thomas, Lowell 
Title: COUNT LUCKNER, THE SEA DEVIL 
Publisher: Garden City, 1927 
Historical Movements Involved: 
Period of German imperalism and militarism leading to World War I 
c. 1900-1920 
Geographical Areas Involved: 
Germany, North Atlantic, Australia, South Seas 
Personalities Involved: 
Count von Luckner - German U-boat commander - made into a rather 
glamorous, admirable character - a Robin Hood 
of the High Seas 
Period Depicted: 
From early 1900's through the World War - life of German aristocra~ 
before the war - influence of the Junkers on German policies 
development and use of U-boats - final capture of Luckner 
Reading Difficulty: 
Easy - 9-10 reading level 
35. 
/ 
1 (28.) Author: Thomas, Lowell 
i 
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Title: WITH LAYffiENCE IN ARABIA 
Publisher: Garden City, 1924 
Historical Movements Involved: 
The struggle for control of the Arab world between Turkey, 
backed by Germany and the Arab nations backed by England 
Geographical ~ Involved: 
The Near East - Hejaz, Transjordan, Palestine 
Personalities Involved: 
Thomas Lawrence - the "uncrowned King of Arabia" - shy, sensi-
tive, archaeologist and military genius - a 
romantic and mysterious figure in English 
history 
Major General Allenby 
Emir Reisal 
King Hussein 
Period Depicted: 
1913-1918 - the English trJing to cause revolt among Arab tribes 
in Turkish Empire in order to weaken Turkey 1s usefulness to 
Germany - life of British Intelligence - religious traditions 
and customs of the Moslems - ways of living among Arab tribes -
food, clothing, climate, desert, etiquette 
Reading Difficulty: 
Easy - grade 9-10 reading ability 
II 
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36. 
1: 
(29.) Author: Zweig, Stefan (translated by Eden and Cedar Paul) 
Title: MARIE ANTOI1TETTE 
Publisher: Garden City, 1933 
Historical Movements Involved: 
The desire of France for an Austrian alliance - class struggle 
in France leading to French Revolution - the madness of the mob 
in control of Paris and woeful lack of knowledge in how to 
govern a country - the lack of interest on part of nobility as to 
needs of the people 
Geographical Area Involved: 
France 
Personalities Involved: 
Marie Antoinette - portrayed as an average, me01ocre woman caught 
in a tragic situation far beyond her powers of 
comprehension 
Louis XVI - another average person, better suited to the carpenter'~ 
or clock-maker's trade than to a crown 
Marie Theresa 
Rohan 
Necker 
Comte de Fersen 
Period Depicted : 
The rococo times previous to the Revolution - the heedless 
frivolity of the French court - fashions in dress and development 
of stylized manners - amusements and entertainments of the 
nobility - the wrath of the common people gradually swelling to 
revolt - life of royal family before Revolution compared with 
their life after imprisonment - schemes and plots of King's 
brothers and other nobility in aiding the Revolution in hopes 
of getting the throne themselves 
Reading Difficulty: 
Difficult - grade 12 or above reading level 
37. 
, (30.) Author: Zweig, Stefan (translated by Eden and Cedar Paul) 
Title: MARY, QUEEN OF SCOTLAND AND THE ISLES 
Publisher: Viking Press, 1935 
Historical Movements Involved: 
Reformation - efforts to control Scotland by the Scots lairds, 
by the English and by the French - struggle between Elizabeth 
and Mary for control of English throne 
Geographical Areas Involved: 
Scotland, England, France 
Personalities Involved: 
Mary Stuart - vain, foolish, unlucky, fated to be unsuccessful 
because of historical and social events over which 
she had no control 
Elizabeth - changeable, plotting, greeqy, enigamatic 
John Knox 
Lord Darnley 
Earl of Bothwell 
Period Depicted: 
1500's - styles of dress - fashions -manners - customs -
schemes and plots of courts and court circles - comparison of 
life in enlightened France >vith life in poverty stricken and 
dour Scotland - struggl es between Protestants and Catholics 
for control of Scott ish throne - divorce laws - character of 
the Scot lairds - pitable condition of Scotland after many 
wars - easy with which the common people could be stirred 
against the Queen 
Reading Difficulty: 
Difficult - above grade 12 reading level 
38. 
(31.) Author: Baroness Orczy 
Title: THE SCARLET PIMPERNEL 
Publisher: G. D. Putnam 
Historical Movements Involved: 
The Reign of Terror during the French Revolution 
Geographical Areas Involved: 
England and France 
Personalities Involved: 
None 9f historical i mportance but gives clear picture of the 
aristocracy of both England and France and the heroism of both 
groups when faced with danger - also shows the vvrath of the 
serf of France against the nobility and the Church 
Period Depicted: 
1793-1795 - the Reign of Terror - famine - unsanitary living 
conditions - overcrowded city living in Paris - the mob -
poverty of the people - hatred for all things tainted with 
luxury - the Revolutionary tribunals - executions 
Reading Dif ficul ty: 
Easy - grade 9 - simple vocabulary 
39. 
! (32.) 
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Author: Blackmore, Richard D. 
Title: LOR!lA DOONE 
Publisher: Heritage, 1943 
Historical Movements Involved: 
Scotland's struggles ~dth its own robber clanx- quarrels among 
the clans 
Geographical Areas Involved: 
Scotland and England 
Personalities Involved: 
A few local characters but none of historical importance - sh~rs 
the temperament of the Scots 
Period Depicted: 
c. 1673-1687 - troubles between Scots and between Scots and 
English - l ife in Highlands contrasted with life in England -
homes - customs - modes of travel 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average 9-10 
40. 
(33.) Author: Bonnet, Theodore 
Title: THE MUDLARK 
Publisher: Doubleday, 1949 
Historical Movements Involved: 
The growth of social reform in England - the development of 
feeling on part of some Englishmen that royalty is responsible 
for the people 1s l oyalty to the Crmm because the people support 
the Crown vdth taxes - the vrrath of the people at Victoria's 
retirement from the court and t he people - the many plots which 
surrounded Victoria and threatened her lif e - Irish question 
Geographical Ar ea Involved: 
England - London and Windsor 
Personalities Involved: 
Victoria - very well characterized as "the Yri dow of Windsor" -
stubborn, clinging to grief, but also very human and 
feminine 
Disraeli - also excellently characterized - a very charming and 
winning personality - patient, sly in persuading the 
Queen to his way of thinking 
Period Depicted: 
1880 1 s -· contrasts life of poverty-stricken 11mudlarks" who earn 
a living by collecting trash from the Thames, with the life of 
those at Windsor - especially the lif e of children who must 
support themselves in this fashion a.s the government feels no 
r esponsibil ity for them - Parliament, its power, method of 
governing England, position of Prime Minister, influence of 
Queen - li f e of Guards and Ladies-in-Waiting at Windsor showing 
pomp and ceremony of private life of the Queen 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average grade 10-11 reading level 
41. 
(34.) Author: Costain, Thomas 
Title: FOR MY GREAT FOLLY 
Publisher: Putnam's sons, 1942 
Historical :Movements Involved: 
Commercial warfare between Spain and England - fight for 
control of sea between above countries- Free Rovers' of 
England part in War rising nationalism among English 
Geographi ~al Ar eas Involved: 
England and Tunis 
Personalities Involved: 
James I - "His Sowship" - a good characterization of a weak and 
much disliked Scot on the ~nglish throne - no under-
standing of English freedoms 
John Ward - a famous English Free Rover 
John Smith - briefly mentioned - visited John Ward in Tunis 
Ann Turner - who sold laces and ruffles to the Court - hanged 
for connections with the Overbury case 
Period Depicted: 
Directly after the Armada - the Free Rovers - life of sailors -
punishments inflicted on offenders at sea - justice in England -
lif e in t eeming slums of London - outbreaks of the Plague -
treatment prescribed for it - dress - food - beginning of 
feeling of hatred on part of free Englishmen for "divine rights" 
theory held by the Stuarts - rise of Puritanism and the early 
move to Holland by that group 
Reading Dif ficulty: 
Fairly difficult - grade ll-12 reading level - not for poor 
readers 
42. 
(3.5.) Author: Dickens, Charles 
Title : TALE OF Tim CITIES 
Publisher: Dodd Mead 
Historical Movements Involved: 
The i ncreasing wrath of the people of France against their 
government - coming of French Revolution - the Terror 
Geographical Areas Involved: 
France and England 
Personalities Involved: 
None of historical importance - shows the fate of the "little 
people" caught in a situation beyond t heir comprehension 
Period Depicted: 
Just previous to and during the French Revolution - contrasts 
life of aristocracy with life of the peasants - shows inhumanity 
of Paris mob when aroused - style of dress - character of French 
nobility before the Revolution contrasted with their behavior 
under pressure when Revolution came - Tribunal courts and prisons 
Reading Dif ficulty: 
Average 9-10 reading level 
i 43. 
I i (36.) Author: duMaurier, Daphne 
Title: JAMICA INN 
Publisher: Sun Dial, 1937 
Historical Movements Involved: 
Efforts of the English magistrates to stop the business of the 
wreckers off the coast of Cornwall 
Geographical ~ Involved: 
England - Cornwall 
Personal ities Involved: 
None of his torical importance 
Period Depicted: 
Early 1800's - work of the wreckers and smugglers in Cornwall -
ignorance and superstition of the people on the moors - life 
in an inn of the time - food served and how prepared - types 
of people at an inn - clothes worn - modes of travel 
Reading Difficulty: 
Easy - average grade 9 reading level 
44. 
(37. ) Author: Hersey, John 
Title: THE WALL 
Publisher: Knoff, 1950 
Historical Movements Involved: 
The systematic extermination of the Jews in Warsaw after 
the Nazi occupation of Poland 
Geographical Area Involved: 
Warsaw, Poland 
Personalities Involved: 
None of historical importance - the average person in the 
Warsaw ghetto is portrayed - personal values, decisions and 
motives depicted - character studies excellent 
Period Depicted: 
1939-1944 - life in the ghetto during Nazi occupation -
terror - famine - disgrace and degradation of the Jews -
durability of man under intolerable circumstances 
Reading Difficulty: 
Difficult - grade 12 
(' 
45. 
1 (38.) Author: Hilton, James 
I 
Title: RANOOM HARVEST 
Publisher: Little, Bro\in and Company, 1941 
Historical Movements Involved: 
General Strike, rise of Labor Party, growth of Socialism -
"Peace at e_ny Price" - rise of Hitler - breakdown of landed 
nobility 
Geographical Area Involved: 
England 
Personalities Involved: 
None of historical importance - general picture of the people 
of England between the two ·wars - good characterization of the 
British 
Period Depicted: 
1918-1939 - the Armistice - the roaring twenties - the depression -
peace movements - changes in social customs especially as per-
taining to women 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average 9-10 reading level 
46. 
II 
(39.) Author: Irwin, Margaret 
Title: CAPTIVE PRINCESS 
Publisher: Harcourt, Brace, 1948 
Historical Movements Involved: 
Religious conflict between Catholics and Protestants - nine 
day reign of Lady Jane Grey- reign of Mary- )~att 1 s rebellion 
Geographical Area Involved: 
England 
Personalities Involved: 
Elizabeth 
Mary 
Phillip of Spain 
Many nobles important during the era 
Period Depicted: 
Early 16th century - intrigues f or throne among several leading 
contendents - religious conflicts among those aiming for throne -
schemes of foreign powers for gaining control of England by 
backing one or the other of the candidates for the throne -
laws of England regarding treason and heresy - life in the Tower 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average grade 10-11 reading level 
47. 
(40.) Author: Keyes, Frances Parkinson 
Title: CAME A CAVALIER 
Publisher: Messner, Inc., 1947 
Historical Movements Involved: 
The First World War - the period of peace following the war - the 
insecurities and d.0ubts of the 1930's - the rise of Hitler to 
power - the invasion of France and its fall in 1940 - the German 
occupation 
Geographical Areas Involved: 
America and France 
Personalities Involved: 
None of historical importance - the characters personality an 
average upper - middle class French family and the social, 
economic and political changes which they are subjected to 
during the upheaval of war 
Period Depicted: 
The period of the First World War through the German occupation 
during the Second World War - the high idealism of the days -
American participation in the 1918 war - the hopes for the 
League in the 1920 1s - the bitter doubts and fears of the 1930's -
all shown through the eyes of an American girl mar ried to a 
French member of the middle class - the misery of German 
occupation - the humiliation and physical discomfort and danger 
of living in a house in ~~ich German officers are quartered 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average grade 10-11 reading level 
48. 
I ( 41. ) Author: Kipling, Rudyard 
i 
., 
I 
Title: KIM 
Publisher: Doubleday 
Historical Movements Involved: 
Imperalism - struggle between England and. Russia for control 
of India 
Geographical Area Involved: 
India 
Personalities Involved: 
None of historical importance - develops a characterization of 
typical E-~glish civil and military personnel in India - loyal, 
devoted to the Queen, literally giving lives to service of 
their country - blind to anything "un-English" 
Period Depicted: 
1870's - l i f e of people of India contrasted with the English 
in India - climate, food, dress, religion, superstitions, customs 
of the Hindu - life of the secret service in trying to ferret out 
plots against. England by Hindu princes and Russians - schools 
and school life - strict army traditions 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average 9-10 reading level - especially interesting to boys 
49. 
(42.) Author: Macinnes, Helen 
Title: ASSIGNtffiNT IN BRITTANY 
Publisher: Sun Dial, 1943 
Historical Movements Involved: 
The efforts of the British to discover what the Nazis planned 
to do about the Channel Ports after the fall of France and 
Dunkirk - development of underground movement 
Geographical Area Involved: 
Brittany 
Personalities Involved: 
None of historical importance - leading character is an average 
British Intelligence Officer 
Period Depicted: 
1940- life of French people under Nazi occupation - life of 
people in the underground - kindness of people at risk of own 
lives to English soldiers 
Reading Difficulty: 
Easy - grade 9-10 reading level 
so. 
(43.) Author: Morrow, Honore W. 
Title: LET TlfE KING BEWARE 
Publisher: W. Morrow and Company, 1936 
Historical Movements Involved: 
The Seven Years War - acts of Parliament leading to American 
Revolution - the Revolution itself - growth of mercantilism as 
a colonial policy - ef f orts of colonists to persuade King and 
Cabinet to be more reasonable in treatment of colonists -
growth of nationalism in colonies 
Geographical Areas Involved: 
England - American colonies 
Personalities Involved: 
Benjamin Franklin - portrayed as ~dse and diplomatic but human 
King George III - especially well characterized as stubborn, 
self-willed and much disliked by English as 
well as colonists 
William Pitt 
Period Depicted: 
1760-1783 - life in both England and America during those years -
dress and customs - struggle between King and Parliament for 
control of government 
Reading Difficulty: 
Easy - 8-9 reading level 
51. 
· ( 44. ) Author: Nordhoff, Charles and Hall, James 
Title: BOTA-l'IT BAY 
Historical Movements Involved: 
Development of penal colonies by England as a means of clearing 
her prisons - rising tide of imperalism and commercialism in 
England - growth of pride in their colony on part of the 
prisoners 
Geographical Areas Involved: 
England 
Australia - climate and topography contrasted with England 
Personalities Involved: 
None of historical importance - a typical group of convicts are 
used to shmv the average lmver class Englishman of the day 
Period Depicted: 
1787 - first boat-load of convicts sent to Australia - treatment 
of convicts - hardships endured - depicts unjust criminal code 
of England at that time - type of ships used 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average 9-10 reading level 
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52. 
(45.) Author: Paton, Alan 
Title: CRY, THE BELOVED COUNTRY 
Publisher: Scribners, 1948 
Historical Movements Involved: 
Modernization and industrialization in Africa - struggle for 
human rights by negroes - inter-racial problems - urban movement 
Geographical Area Involved: 
South Africa - both country and city life 
Personali ties Involved: 
None of historical importance but portrays in excellent fashion 
the life of the negro in South Africa - shows influence of 
Christianity on racial problem 
Period Depicted: 
The present - rural life in South Africa in small native 
villages - city life in Johannesburg - both native and white 
conditi ons pictured in great contrast - methods of agriculture 
used - efforts of educated negroes to try to improve conditions -
superstitions of negroes - fear of whites that negroes ~~11 rise -
efforts of some whites to improve conditions so rebellion will 
not come about 
Readin~ Dif ficultl: 
Average ll-12 - some Dutch words used but meaning explained 
I , . ~ 
(46.) Author: Shellabarger, S&~el 
Title: CAPTAIN FROM CASTILE 
Publisher: Sun Dial, 1945 
Historical Movements Involved: 
Spanish Inquisition - beginning of imperalism - acquisition of 
territory in the New World - conquest of Mexico 
Geographical Areas Involved: 
Spain and Mexico 
Personalities Involved: 
The only historical character is Cortez, who is very well 
portrayed, showing both his good and bad traits 
Period Depicted: 
Early 1500's - customs of the day described in detail - cruelty 
of Inquisition - modes of travel -weapons of both Spanish and 
Aztecs - religious ritual of Aztecs - ways of living in Aztec 
Mexico - Aztec government - life of men in Cortez army 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average grade 10-12 reading level 
54. 
(47.) Author: Shepard, Odell and Willard 
Title: JENKINS' EAR 
Publisher: Macmillan, 1951 
Historical Movements Involved: 
The attempt to return the Stuarts to the throne of England -
the War of Jenkins' Ear - struggle between England and Spain 
for colonies in the New World - the settlement at Georgia 
Geographical Areas Involved: 
England 
America 
South America 
Personalities Involved: 
Jenkins, he of the Ear 
Horace Walpole 
Charles - the Young Pretender - gallant but ill-fated 
Braddock 
Washington 
Period Depicted: 
The middle eighteenth centUFf - English Coffee House Society -
feeling of loyalty to the Young Pretender on part of Jacobit 
party - dislike for Hanoverian line by many English - John 
Wesley's religious reforms - law and justice in eighteenth 
century England - life on ships of that era - lack of maps 
and charts or instruments to assist navigation - battle of 
Culloden - manners, dress and customs of the day 
Reading Difficulty: 
Reading level - grade 12 or over - vocabulaFf not difficult 
but historical detail is great and requires concentrated 
reading 
ss. 
.. . _, 
(48.) Author: Stevenson, Robert Louis 
Title: THE BLACK ARROW 
Publisher: Dodd, Mead, 1949 
Historical Movements Involved: 
War of the Roses 
Geographical Area Involved: 
England 
Personalities Involved: 
Richard Crookback - the Duke of Gloucester 
Period Depicted: 
Eleventh century - knighthood - struggle between Yorkist and 
Lancaster for throne - costumes - modes of warfare - treatment 
of lepers - absence of laws pertaining to murder, robbery, and 
other crimes - practice of outlawing people 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average grade 10 reading level 
56. 
(49.) Author: Struther, Jan 
Title : MRS. MINDTER 
Publisher: Harcourt Brace, 19tfo 
Historical Movements Involved: 
The beginning of World War II 
Geographical Area Involved: 
England 
Personalities Involved: 
None of historical interest - however, the fine qualities of 
the English under great strain are well developed 
Period Depicted: 
The year before the outbreak of the war in 1939 - the period 
leading to the war told in a series of short essays about an 
average middle class family - the sudden shift in thought 
brought on by the war - gas masks - evacues - rationing -
everyday living of the English just before the war - their 
attitude towards the Crisis and actual war 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average 10-11 reading level 
(50. ) Author: Terrot, Charles 
Title: THE PASSIONATE PILGRIM 
Publisher: Harper, 1949 
Historical Movements Involved: 
The Crimean War - the changing attitude toward women entering 
professions, as nursing - work of Florence Nightingale 
Geographical ~ Involved: 
Scutari in the Crimea 
Personalities Involved: 
Florence Nightingale fanatically devoted to nursing -
practical, hard headed business woman -
is the only one of historical importance 
although the book is based on the diary of 
Sarah Ann Terrot, one of the nurses in the 
expedition and an ancestor of the author 
Doctors and nurses at Scutari 
Period Depicted: 
1854 - the Crimean War - hospital conditions co~mon in Europe 
at the time and hospital conditions at battle fronts - medicines 
used and not used - official attitude towards women nurses in 
general and in army hospitals in particular - public sentiment 
touards the war and towards hospital conditions - the first use 
of newspaper correspondents and the influence of their opinions 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average 9-10 reading level 
58. 
II 
(51.) Author: Twain, Mark 
Title: THE PRINCE AND THE PAUPER 
Publisher: Rainbow Classics - World Publishing Company, 1948 
Historical Movements Involved: 
The confiscation of Church property mentioned briefly 
Geographical Area Involved: 
England 
Personalities Involved: 
Henry VIII 
Edward Tudor - Prince of Wales 
Princess Elizabeth 
Period Depicted: 
Early 16th century - shows the life of the London poor as 
compared with the court - punishments common at the time -
dress - food - ways of living - power of Parliament - trials and 
evidence which was considered valid - witchcraft - superstitions -
branding - general discontent vdth English law on the part of the 
people and enlightened nobility 
Reading Difficul~: 
Easy - grade 9 reading level - illustrated - good footnotes and 
general notes about historical background 
(52.) Author: Westcott, Jan 
Title: THE BORDER LORD 
Publisher: Crown, 1946 
Historical Movements Involved: 
Border warfare between England and Scotland to test vrhich 
should control the island 
Geographical -~eas Involved: 
Scotland and &~gland 
Personalities Involved: 
James (I of England) the VI of Scotland 
Lord Bothwell 
Lord Burghley 
Period Depicted: 
1590's - just previous to the death of Elizabeth - life in 
Scotland, especially on the Border - raids &~ong Scots and 
between Scots and English - ways of fighting in days when 
gunpowder was still more or less a novelty - left over 
remenants of knighthood and chivalry - plots to acquire the 
English throne for James 
Reading Difficulty: 
Average grade 9-10 reading level 
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